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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art does not disclose the arrangement of structural limitations as set forth in 
applicant's claims. In particular, the prior art does not disclose a hinge device including a fixture 
member secured to a first part, a first movable member pivotally coupled to a first pivot point of 
the fixture member and defining a slot track and a spring element. A second movable member is 
provided defining a first, second and third end. The first end lying on the spring element, the 
second end secured to a second part and the third end is pivotally coupled to a second pivot point 
of the fixture member. The first end of the second movable member moves along in the slot track 
transmitting the first movable member to pivot about the first pivot point of the fixture member 
when the second part pivots about the second pivot point of the fixture member causing an 
urging of the spring element between the first and second pivot points as the second part is 
pivoted to covers the first part. Conversely, the first end of the second movable member moves 
along the slot track toward the second part to release the spring element as the second part is 
pivoted to expos the first part. 

Kondou et al is considered the closest prior art. Kondou et al discloses a hinge device 
useable with an image forming apparatus for pivotally connecting a copying machine (1) and an 
image scanner (2) of the apparatus, comprising a fixture member (10) secured on the copying 
machine of the apparatus; a first movable member (15) pivotally coupled to a first pivot point 
(16) of the fixture member and having thereon a track (29) and a pair of spring elements (17); 
and a second movable member (11) having a first end (11a, lib) lying on the spring elements 
and movable along the track via a friction member (7), a second end (22) secured on the image 
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scanner of the apparatus, and a third end (at 3) pivotally coupled to a second pivot point (13) of 
the fixture member such that the second movable member transmits the first movable member to 
pivot about the first pivot point of the fixture member when the image scanner of the apparatus is 
pivoted about the second pivot point of the fixture member, wherein the first end of the second 
movable member moves along the track of the first movable member toward the copying 
machine of the apparatus to urge against the spring elements when the image scanner of the 
apparatus is pivoted to cover the copying machine of the apparatus, and the first end of the 
second movable member moves along the track of the first movable member toward the image 
scanner of the apparatus to release the spring elements when the image scanner of the apparatus 
is pivoted to expose the copying machine of the apparatus. 

However, Kondou et al fails to disclose the specific arrangement of the structural 
limitations as set forth in applicant's claims as presented. Specifically, Kondou et al fails to 
disclose or suggest a first movable member pivotally coupled to a first pivot point of the fixture 
member and defining a slot track. Secondly, a first end of the second movable member moves 
along in the slot track transmitting the first movable member to pivot about the first pivot point 
of the fixture member when the second part pivots about the second pivot point of the fixture 
member causing an urging of the spring element between the first and second pivot points. Here, 
Kondou et al fails to disclose the specific position of the spring element as claimed. 

None of the other prior art references made of record whether combine or taken singly 
cure the deficiencies of Kondou et al. Consequently, the prior art of record fails to disclose or 
suggest every limitation as set forth in applicant's claims, thus the Examiner believes applicant's 
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claims are patentably distinct from the prior art of record and the general prior art relative to lift 
hinges. 

CONCLUSION 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andre 1 L. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7067. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (10 am - 6 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Andre L. Jackson 
Patent Examiner 
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